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Principal’s Welcome 
Dear all 

 

Earlier this year when the news first broke about a potentially dangerous new virus, the 

public exam boards got in contact with us to draw attention to a phrase buried in their 

terms and conditions. This clause contained the information that Wednesday 24th June 

would be designated a contingency day for the summer exams, and that students should 

not be prepared to go on holiday until after that date. 

 

In the light of emerging news, I made parents aware of this, but stressed that at no point in the past had we ever 

had to worry about such a thing as an exams contingency. In an email to one parent, who was worried about a 

major family holiday they had booked after their child’s last exam on the 13th June, I made it clear that for the 

whole of my teaching career, the contingency date had been nothing to worry about. I also made a prediction 

that this year either it would be business as usual and so they should continue to go on holiday, or else the 

situation would have changed so much that we would be in completely new and uncharted territory, rendering 

holiday plans the least of anyone’s worries. Unfortunately it's that second scenario that has come to pass.  

 

Whilst sorting all the planning for the school closure, I've been really impressed by the flexibility of the staff, the 

resilience of our students and the gratitude of our parents. The whole situation is completely unlike everything 

we have ever known, and I expect that like me you are wondering if life will ever get back to normal again. I'm 

optimistic that some sort of normality will eventually return, but I am also sure that a number of things will have 

changed for good. That's why, despite all the other priorities in school, we decided to go ahead with this 

newsletter as normal. We wanted you to have a reminder of what Alcester Grammar School was like before this 

crisis. It may be that in years to come we will look back with a degree of wonder at the opportunities that children 

had in our school.  But I also know that the new dispensation will 

bring what Donald Rumsfeld would call “unknown unknowns          

-  opportunities for our students that are unexpected and 

unpredicted. Rest assured that despite everything, we at AGS will 

continue to do our best to do what we have always done - to 

prepare our students for the best possible future, however 

uncertain it may be. 

 

 I wish you and your families all the best over the coming months.  

 

Alcester 

Grammar School 

Securing the best possible 

future for our students 

We are grateful to all those parents who 

have already pledged a regular monthly 

amount to our school fund.  

If you have not already done so, please  

visit our website or use the QR code 

displayed here. 

https://www.alcestergs.co.uk/page/?title=School+Fund&pid=248


Exams Officer update 

The current situation regarding Covid-19 has undoubtedly caused parents, students and AGS staff some concern.  The 

government has issued guidance on grades and exams and in due course we will be following whatever process 

emerges, and applying it to all students without fear or favour. The school is not able to respond to individual queries 

from parents, suffice to say that we will follow the procedure set out by OFQUAL. We will keep you posted with any 

updates as and when we are able to. 

  

Official statements have been issued from AQA and OCR, and these can be accessed by clicking on the link to the latest 

Covid-19 update from the Principal, on the AGS website .  There you will also find useful information relating to 

Safeguarding and Mental Health support during the school closure ,together with details of  Show My Homework and 

student reading lists. 

  

We intend to treat the awarded GCSE grades this summer as 'normal' and base entry to our sixth form on these.  Of 

course, we cannot say exactly how the GCSE grades will play out and places in each A level subject are finite, but we will 

work hard to ensure that whatever we do it is applied fairly across the board - particularly with regard to internal and 

external students with a 'near miss'.   

WARWICKSHIRE PARENT CARER FORUM 

Warwickshire Parent Carer Forum (WPCF) listen to families in 

Warwickshire, hold events throughout the year, and speak to the council 

and other professionals to help develop and improve services for families 

and young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities in 

Warwickshire. 

 

STRATFORD UNIFORM BANK 

We received a thank you from Stratford 

Uniform Bank on their Facebook page 

in January , in recognition of our 

donation of £703.80, which was raised 

at our second hand uniform sale.  

They would like to work 

together with more families 

and encourage parents/carers 

to support and participate in 

the WPCF and the work it 

undertakes.  The role of 

Entrust Care Partnership is 

to  raise awareness and 

encourage engagement to this 

service. 

 

Dannii Ward from Entrust 

Care Partnership is interested 

in liaising with parents and/or 

carers of SEND children to 

share with them a little more 

about this great service.  

 

If you would like more 

information about this 

valuable service please 

contact Dannii directly. 



ALCESTER SCHOOLS’ BOOK AWARDS 

Now in its 6th year, Alcester Schools’ Book Awards continues to encourage a reading for pleasure culture here at AGS. 

The event is organised by Librarians at three local schools; AGS, Alcester Academy and St Benedict's RC and sees a 

number of Year 8 pupils meeting up with students from other schools, reading 5 shortlisted books and voting on various 

areas of interest before finally announcing the winning book. 

The first event took place at St Benedict's last month where 

the pupils judged and voted on the books by their covers and discovered what books they would be reading from a 

range of genres.  The event was a huge success and an incredible time was had by all who attended!   

The second event, held at Alcester Academy, will be with ex Headmaster and multiple published author - Gary Toward 

and his book ‘The Magpie’ and will involve  insights into his fascinating career and inspiring information on how we 

might all write our own book.  

  Library and Information Centre 

                    … … working together 

STUDENT LIBRARIANS AND DofE 

Our new cohort of student librarians are settling in and                                                     

learning the role exceptionally well. We work together                                                       

with the Duke of Edinburgh's award to help pupils earn                                    

their volunteering skill as part of the Student Librarian                                              

programme.  

This year has also seen the introduction of the AGS Reading Challenge as part 

of the Duke of Edinburgh's award. Once completed this can see pupils achieve 

their skills section in reading, this falls into the ‘Learning and Collecting’ 

category. The AGS Reading Challenge involves reading a selection of books 

from specific genres and categories and writing reviews for each book, which 

are then submitted to one of the school Librarians for feedback.  



  Library and Information Centre 

                    … … working together 

OWN BOOKS 

Last year we introduced a scheme whereby pupils have the opportunity to 

take home and keep books that are no longer needed in the AGS library. It 

has become quite a popular resource, especially amongst our younger 

students! 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB 

Our new Scholastic Book Club is up and 

running!  

We have joined forces with Scholastic to help 

stock the AGS library with new resources. For 

every £1 you spend on this month’s Book Club, AGS will earn 25p in 

Scholastic Rewards - this means NEW BOOKS for students to borrow from the 

school library! Please place your order online by April 24th 2020, you can find 

a quicklink to the schools book club page at the top of the AGS website. 

 

 
Shopping with Scholastic has 

raised 

£6.62 

in Scholastic Rewards in the 
last  

year for Alcester Grammar 
School  

to spend on books and 
resources! 

READING CHALLENGE 

Well done to the following students 

who have completed the                  

Bronze Reading Challenge: 

Ola Kikiowo 7JGR 

Aryan Kang 8MJT 

Shresth Upadhyay 7KS 

 

Well done to the following             

students who have completed the 

Silver Reading Challenge: 

Emily Flower 8CA 

Gracie Day 8CA 

Keep up the good work! 

IN OTHER NEWS…. 

There are currently 157 overdue books on loan from the AGS library.  

It is really important to us that they all get returned.  Please could you kindly                                                                                                      

check that there are no AGS library books seeking refuge down the back of the sofa or under the bed . 

thank you for your help with this! 

Ms Taylor and Mrs Watson 

 



English News 

WORLD BOOK DAY AND WHY READING IS VALUED AT AGS 

During World Book Week, and on World Book Day itself, the whole school promoted the value of reading, led by the 

English department - but reading is not just an English activity.  Form tutors and all the other departments helped to 

make it an AGS celebration of reading. 

 

Here are some of the highlights: 

 Miss Watts gave an inspirational assembly – twice – to Years 7-11 

on her reading journey, how she found her way out of the 

“reading desert’, and why she now loves reading. 

 In the World Book Day Quiz during tutor time, 9EBS got 20/20! 

 6CEG looked at the 2019 Royal Society Insight Investment Science Book Prize, as at least one book was relevant 

to the subjects of every tutee: more time was spent on the winner Invisible Women. They also discussed what 

they read for pleasure, if they think books will die out, dyslexia and subvocalisation, and why reading is 

important.  

 8AJM answered their form time register with the name of their favourite book rather than their usual 'Yes sir'! 

 Miss Jaram’s class learned sign language related to books and their titles. 

 Mrs Doudican spent a large part of her lessons promoting the English Reading Recommendations board. 

 7JGR enjoyed their usual weekly individual reading in form time. 

 Mrs Bremner-Smith concluded her Year 11 lesson on writing with the class reading about the view that 'World 

Book Day isn’t about fancy dress'. This included the fundamental idea that ‘We read in order to become more 

conscious of the world outside our own narrow experience; we read in order to think more deeply.’ 

 

This message was echoed in Mrs Atkinson’s whole school assembly on Friday 6th March to which a wide range of 

teachers, the Finance and Operations Director and the Chair of 

Governors contributed their thoughts about reading - many thanks. 

 

It is wonderful to see how many opportunities AGS students have 

to read in school, and how  much reading is valued. 

 

We look forward to offering even more in the future. 

Mrs Atkinson, Head of English 



CREATIVE WRITING CLUB 

Creative writing club is continuing to meet each Wednesday lunchtime 12.50-1.20pm in EN1, under the expert guidance 

of Dani Ncube in Year 13. They have enjoyed experimenting with a range of genres as well as receiving feedback on their 

own work, entering writing competitions and developing a piece of group writing. 

 

All newcomers most welcome! 

Mrs Bremner-Smith 

YOUTH SPEAKS: A DEBATE (ROTARY CLUB) 

Two impressive teams were entered by Alcester Grammar to compete against several other local schools, including 

Alcester Academy and St. Benedict’s Catholic High School. 

 

Teams arrived highly organised after several weeks of 

independently preparing their speeches to deliver their 

chosen topics to an esteemed panel of Rotary Club judges. 

 

Team One representatives for AGS included Skye Davis,  

Maxwell Rann and Gereon  Leckebusch. They  passionately 

articulated the  importance of raising an awareness of human 

rights and equality.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team Two for AGS consisted of Daisy Tipping, Isaac Searle 

and Annabel Prins; they provided an insightful exploration 

into Climate Change. 

 

Both teams performed brilliantly, with Team Two going 

through to the District Round at Myton School. There was 

fierce competition with other schools across the county, 

with Team Two performing amazingly under the pressure. 

Unfortunately we didn’t win this round, but their experience 

of public speaking was second to none. 

 

Congratulations to both teams for their outstanding hard 

work and effort. 

Miss Bailie 

English News 



MATHS IN ACTION 

Year 12 mathematics, further mathematics and statistic students had the opportunity to visit London to enjoy 

inspirational mathematics lectures at the Emmanuel Centre in central London.  The lectures included topics ranging 

from those classical and intriguing problems that mathematicians have puzzled over for centuries to cutting edge 

applications of mathematics to computer systems, encryption and science. 

 

Some of the topics included ‘Fermat’s Last Theorem,’ ‘Drinking from the Firehose 

– Data Science,’ ‘Closing the gap: the quest to understand complex numbers,’ 

‘Maths in pop music’ and ‘Patterns and predictions.’  The lectures were targeted 

specifically to sixth form mathematicians and proved both challenging and 

enjoyable.  Students then had several hours to explore central London in small 

groups and partake in the many social and cultural attractions that are located 

within walking (and tube) distance of the venue in the heart of 

Westminster.  Many students chose to visit the Parliament Buildings, Trafalgar 

Square, Covent Garden, Leicester Square, the British Museum and Oxford Street. 

 

Our journey to and from London and through the London Underground was 

smooth without even the suggestion of a delay (amazing based on previous 

years!).  Both trips proved a massive success and the students’ behaviour and 

attitude were exemplary.  I am immensely proud of all of the students who came with us and it was wonderful to see 

them all acting as mature young adults when given such a high degree of freedom and independence.  We hope they 

found it a valuable and memorable experience! 

INTERMEDIATE MATHS CHALLENGE 

31 students in Year 9, 10 and 11 recently took part in the Intermediate Maths Challenge. The challenge 

involves intriguing multiple choice question papers, which are designed to stimulate interest in maths 

in large numbers of pupils.  Twenty two students gained a certificate with 14 of these gaining a gold 

and qualifying for follow on rounds. The Maths Department would like to wish these students the best of luck with their 

upcoming rounds. 

Here is a sample of the question involved in the Maths Challenge - Remember no calculators allowed!                   

Mathematical 

Olympiad for 

Girls 

October 2019 

Maths News 

THE MATHS BEHIND VIRUS SPREAD 

Dr Dave Wood from Warwick University Maths Department came in to talk to MathSoc about how we model disease 

spread using Maths. Many thanks for coming in and talking to us about this very topical issue! 



Languages News 

MODERN LANGUAGES  

We have been delighted to welcome members of the School of Modern Languages and 

Cultures at Warwick University to Alcester Grammar School this term. Year 12, Year 13 and 

Year 11 students were fortunate to learn all about Modern Languages at university. After 

discovering several of the options and opportunities available for further study of Modern 

Languages from the Director of Admissions and Recruitment and one of her final year 

language students, our students participated enthusiastically in taster sessions designed to 

develop their language skills whilst considering the role of culture in language study. We 

enjoyed sessions looking at both French and German.            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLA! BONJOUR! GUTEN TAG! 

The Language Department is pleased to announce that we have a new set of Language Leaders for this academic year, and 

beyond! Our budding linguists are busy organising events and notice boards for other pupils.  We are planning to hold a 

film club each half term, so pupils will get the opportunity to watch a film in French, Spanish and German before the end 

of the summer term.  We are also planning a board game session and some creative film making is also on the cards.  In 

addition to this, our year 10 Language Leaders will be on hand at lunchtimes to support any pupils from KS3 who wish to 

get some additional practice in the run up to exams or who simply would like a bit of extra help with homework tasks.   

Our noticeboard (outside LA5) will also contain jokes, international news and sports information, a word/phrase of the 

week and also news about our half termly activities.  

¡Adiós!  Au revoir!  Auf Wiedersehen! 

 

Mrs Rose and the Modern Languages department  



Science News 

Biology 

ROYAL SOCIETY OF BIOLOGY OLYMPIAD AND CHALLENGE SUCCESSES 

Over the past term the biology department has put students forward for the Biology 

Challenge and Senior Biology Olympiad. Both are international biology competitions 

run by the royal society of biology testing problem solving and general biology 

knowledge beyond the curriculum.  

 

In the Senior Olympiad two thirds of candidates achieved a gold award and the 

remainder achieved at least a bronze. For context gold awards made up less than 5% 

of awards given out this year and bronze less than 30%. Special congratulations to 

Rebecca Parkin and Mo Khan for our highest scores. 

 

In the Biology Challenge 27 Year 9 and 10 students participated and 

while we don’t have awards yet, based on last year approximately 

half will have achieved gold awards and the vast majority will have 

achieved at least a bronze. Special congratulations to Charlotte 

Flower and Emily Adamek for achieving an amazing 85% and to 

Nick Eltringham for a spectacular 90%!  

 

These are our best results in several years, congratulations to all 

involved. 

Mr Gill 

BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK 2020 

From the 9th – 13th March, students in Years 7 and 8 designed and built Antarctic research stations with a focus on 

insulating scientists from the harsh freezing conditions.  

In groups of 5/6 students worked together to build a 

research station from a choice of insulating materials. 

Due to recent events, we weren’t able to test all 

designs, however the winners from 7MSP, Millie 

Anderson and Caitlin Long, kindly agreed to show off 

their design, and a couple more winners from other 

forms in Year 7 and year 8. 

Thank to Mr Isherwood for organising a fantastic 

project. 



Science News 

Physics 

YEAR 9 PHYSICS BIG QUIZ AT BIRMINGHAM UNIVERSITY 

On Tuesday 19th January eight members of Year 9 took part in the ‘Physics Big Quiz’ at Birmingham University. 

 

This is an event run by the University every year in order to promote 

Physics amongst Key Stage 3 pupils.  Students had been selected to 

represent the school following a series of heats which took part during 

their Science lessons following their end of Key Stage 3 exams before 

Christmas. 

 

There were over 250 students from across the West Midlands taking 

part.  With 80 teams from approximately twenty five different schools. 

We entered two teams and were keen to do well having taken the 

bronze and silver medals in previous years, but narrowly missing out 

on a top-three placing in 2019 by only half a point. 

 

 

The teams battled it out over several rounds including ‘Mechanics’  and ‘Who am I?’ where students were given a 

selection of photos of famous physicists including Stephen Hawking, Marie Curie and Brian Cox,  and asked who they 

were and for what they were famous. 

 

After a lunch break, students were treated to a talk from leading academics within the University, putting physics into 

the wider context of applications in the modern world.  The final round was a specialist round about medical physics, 

which students had the opportunity to prep for before the event. 

 

Both our teams performed brilliantly, particularly given the number of teams they were up against. So brilliantly in fact 

that our team from 9CMH, following successfully answering a tie-breaker question on the launch date of the Voyager 1 

space probe, stole second place and the silver medal! 

 

A great day was had by all and the students 

were a credit to our school.   

 

We will definitely be returning with more teams 

next year! 



Science News 

YEAR 12 CHEMISTS VISIT TO WARWICK 

UNIVERSITY CHEMISTRY DEPARTMENT 

On Friday 6th March 2020, Mr Slater & Dr Butterworth took 30 Year 12 AGS Chemists to visit Warwick University 

Chemistry Department.  We were hosted by Dr Ross Hatton & Professor Richard Walton who gave us an informative 

tour of the department where we saw lots of large instrumental machines which we will be studying in Year 13 

including NMR, infra-red spectroscopy and X-Ray Crystallography.   

The tour of the undergraduate labs allowed us to meet and question real life chemistry students as well as demonstrate 

to our students the intensive workload 

involved in a science degree (often involving 

three afternoons per week in labs).  

We also attended some fascinating 

presentations from 4th year students who were 

delivering lectures on some current research 

areas.  The day really gave our students an 

invaluable insight into studying science after    

A levels. 

Chemistry  

OLYMPIAD 2020 

Students in Year 12 and year 13 sat the Royal Society of 

Chemistry Olympiad paper on the 29th January.   

Dr Nickson has been running bi-weekly sessions to help 

student prepare and this has provided students the 

opportunity to promote critical thinking and further 

reading.   

This year we achieved 6 bronze awards (top 

60% of all candidates)  and 8 silver awards 

(top 30% of all candidates)  which is a 

fantastic result.  

A list of the awardees is shown here, and   

Mohammed Khan, Rebecca Parkin,            

Khloe Curnock and Francesca Wiseman are 

pictured in the photo. 

 

BRONZE AWARD SILVER AWARD 

Ty Sahota (Y13) Rebecca Parkin (Y13) 

Abishek Elangoven (Y12) Francesca Wiseman (Y13) 

Emily McMillan (Y12) Mohammed Khan (Y13) 

Ryan Mirbagheri (Y12) Khloe Curnock (Y13) 

Thea Naji (Y12) Maddie Price (Y12) 

Oliver Smith (Y12) Amelia Burgess (Y12) 

  Matthew Tingle (Y12) 



DESIGN TECHNOLOGY STUDENTS LEADING THE WAY WITH INNOVATIVE, CREATIVE THINKING 

 

OUR YEAR 9 STUDENTS LIGHT UP THEIR MARKET 

Students were given a design brief for a younger target 

market and undertook research, drawing and  CAD and 

CADCAM tasks to produce night light which could be placed 

on a bedside cabinet. Students also soldered their own LED 

circuits which were set into a spray-painted MDF base.   

 

SOUND WORK FROM OUR YEAR 10 SPEAKER PROJECT 

Students were given a set time to produce innovative 

designs for a simple speaker product aimed at a target 

market of their choice who can to connect a mobile phone 

and play music.  Following research analysis, Iterative design 

development,  sketch modelling students soldered their 

oven speaker circuits and laser cut their final outcomes.  

The two examples shown were produced by                                       

Jess Hassall and Riya Shaju. 

DT News 

YEAR 12 STUDENTS BUILD ON THEIR MODELLING SKILLS 

Students were given a classic design brief they needed to pick a classic design then 

produce orthographic formal drawings and replicate the design in a reduced scale. 

With some truly outstanding results!  

These projects advance their model  making and manufacturing skills and help fine 

tune their accuracy in preparation for their final NEA projects next year.  

The examples shown were produced by                                                                                           

Izzy Hopper, Abbie Perrott and Jamie Chance. 



YEAR 9  

There has been lots of excellent work going on in the department, as the Year 9 students finished the final pieces of their 

first project. The variety of subject matter and use of materials is really exciting to see… from acrylic paints and collages 

to 3D pieces and delicate fine liner drawings. 

Art News 



Art News YEAR 9  



YEAR 10 

Our Year 10 Art students have made an excellent start to 

their two-year GCSE course. Their first independent pro-

ject allowed them to find interesting angles and beauty in 

the mundane ‘everyday’ objects that surround us. 

The students have worked very hard to produce outcomes 

that they can be proud to include in their coursework.      

Keep up all of your good work! 

Art News 

YEAR 13 ART AND PHOTOGRAPHY SHOW 

Earlier this year we held our annual exhibition. It offered our students the perfect opportunity to put together a show 

of their A Level work - so much work has gone into producing these exhibits. It was our busiest show yet and we are so 

delighted to see our students receive such wonderful support and feedback from their teachers, peers, parents and 

friends. A huge well done, everybody! 



YEAR 12 GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIP 

The Geography department took 70 Year 12 students to the world heritage site of the Jurassic coast in Dorset for 3 days 

to collect data for their upcoming AS exams.  

 

The 150 million year old landscape provided the ideal setting, despite gruelling weather conditions for the most part but 

the students didn't let that dampen their enthusiasm as they completed 3 investigations. The packed itinerary included 

Chesil beach, Studland nature reserve, Swanage bay, Durdle Door and Lulworth Cove.  

 

The students worked hard in classroom sessions 

in the evening before winding down with a range 

of facilities including pool, football, swimming 

and darts. They really enjoyed the opportunity to 

get out of the classroom and study their coasts   

theory in action.   

 

 

 

Geography News 



INDOOR ATHLETICS  

With some practice for our Year 7 and Year 8 students pre-Christmas, the Indoor Athletics season started with its 

customary fanfare during the first week of January. As ever our annual inter-house events were extremely well attended 

with over 250 students competing over the two evenings. In both year groups it was Spencer who took home the bragging 

rights however both competitions were extremely close and down to the wire! Thank you to all parents who came to 

watch, our Sports Leaders for helping run both events and the students for their unrivalled enthusiasm and effort. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The South Warwickshire Level 2 Championships followed shortly 

afterwards and pitted our teams against schools in the surrounding area 

across two evenings hosted at AGS. The Year 7 & Year 8 girls competed 

very admirably finishing a well-deserved 2nd in Year 8 and joint champions 

in Year 7! The boys were much the same and also found themselves in a 

tough competition the following evening and gave a great account of 

themselves. Y8 picked up where they left off last year and were crowned 

champions and Year 7 narrowly lost out and were placed runners up. 

 

Level 3 finals beckoned but due to unforeseen circumstances the finals have been postponed until a later date. More to 

follow and well done to all students who have been involved in any indoor athletics this term. 

PE News 



HOCKEY 

Although this term has been affected by circumstances out of our control, we have had a fantastic turn out for hockey 

and we have seen many students, both boys and girls, represent the school in various hockey fixtures. We have attended 

many South Warwickshire tournaments that have been run by Shipston and hosted at Stratford.  

PE News 

Year 7 numbers for games have been excellent and we 

have regularly fielded  teams for both boys and girls. 

The Year  girls had an invaluable experience at the 

start of the term when playing at Stratford in the 

South Warwickshire tournament. It was the first time 

that many of the students had played hockey on an 

astroturf pitch; the girls gave a great account of 

themselves and finished the tournament in a 

respectable 3rd. During the same week the boys also 

had a hockey fixture away to Shipston, we took 9 

pupils and played two games against their 1st and 2nd 

team. This was the first time that the boys had played 

school hockey together. We drew one of the games 

and won the other quite convincingly. The cohort are 

now in a great position to improve their hockey and 

will only get better.  

 

Year 8 have kicked on from an impressive start and have 

been competitive in numerous competitions and fixtures. 

They have attended two South Warwickshire school 

tournaments, where they played against Shipston, Stratford 

and Shottery. During the first tournament they came 3rd 

only losing to 2nd place by goal difference. The second 

tournament unfortunately clashed with our Ski trip 

preparations and as a result we decided to ask 4 Year 7 

pupils to fill in which gave them an invaluable experience of 

playing a year above themselves. The students played 

extremely well and came in 3rd which is a great 

achievement. After these tournaments the Year 8 girls 

competed in a county tournament that was held at The 

Kings High school in Warwick, in our group we had to play 

schools such as Bablake, Kings and Stratford Grammar. We 

were joined by a year 10 student (Ben Stockhill) who 

volunteered to umpire our fixtures throughout the 

tournament. We gave a great account of ourselves and 

although we lost our games the girls did not stop working 

and trying to play hockey in the right way. Unfortunately, 

due to unforeseen circumstances, we have not been able to 

play any Year 8 boys fixtures this term, however, we have 

seen an increased interest from boys during PE lessons 

about taking part in hockey fixtures in the future. 



PE News 

HOCKEY 

Year 9 hockey kept improving throughout the term, after an 

excellent first term where they reached the Midlands finals. 

The team went to the South Warwickshire tournament held 

at Stratford, they played excellent hockey but unfortunately 

couldn’t get the win and came in a well deserved second. 

Unfortunately, this was the only fixture the Y9’s had this 

term; however, the team did achieve a nomination for 

Junior Sports team of the year only to miss out on the award 

to Stratford U15 track and field team. Nevertheless, to be 

nominated for this award is an incredible achievement and 

we can’t wait to see this team improve and achieve great 

things moving forward in their school career.  

The Year 10 girls played in the South Warwickshire 

tournament and came second in a very competitive 

affair. The girls played extremely well and were very 

close to winning the tournament.  

The Y10 boys also attended the South Warwickshire 

tournament and gave a great account of themselves, 

we had a few members of the team who were 

relatively new to hockey, including a Y9 student who 

stepped in last minute to be our goalkeeper.  

They all played tremendously. We look forward to 

pushing on from these results.  

 

 

 

 

Year 11 also attended the South Warwickshire tournament held at Stratford, the team was a mix of experienced players 

who had never played before. The boys played well throughout the tournament and were competitive in all their 

matches. They ended up coming in a respectable 3rd position.  

We are excited to see what the rest of 2020 brings for our 

hockey teams.   

FOOTBALL 

Sadly, due to the poor weather, we have hardly played any 

football this term.  However, we thought the photograph of 

the Year 8 football team was too good to leave out!   

 

Keep up the good work, and we will hear more from you in 

future newsletters. 



ROWING 

We have had another successful half term of rowing with the level of ability growing at an exponential rate. 

 

Sixth Form games has seen AGS getting out on the river on a weekly basis (when the river level has allowed) and 

students now moving down into smaller boats as their skills improve as well as taking up sweep rowing as opposed to 

just sculling. We have also been able to get the AGS boat down to Evesham, towed on the schools trailer. We hope to be 

offering an afterschool club on a Wednesday for Years 7-11 in the not so distant future (when the light allows) so please 

watch this space for anyone interested.. 

 

Following on from the last newsletter that gave the results of the 

level 2 games, AGS Years 9 & 10 combined boys will be 

representing South Warwickshire at the level 3 games on 

Monday 4th May. The team is made up of Ethan Yau, 

Aaron Ke, Gianluca Gladden and Josh Roberts, we wish the boys 

the best of luck. 

PE News 

BADMINTON 

Congratulations to both the U14 and U16 boys 

Badminton teams who represented South 

Warwickshire at the county finals at the 

University of Warwick. Both teams acquitted 

themselves very well against tough opposition, 

with many county standard players in 

attendance. The U16 team finished top of their 

pool, but then lost in the semi-final. They won 

their 3/4 place playoff to finish a very creditable 

3rd overall. The U14 team however, played 

some very tactically astute badminton 

and dropped only 3 rubbers out of 25 across 5 

matches to take the title and qualify for the 

regional finals; the first time an AGS team has 

done this! Well done to all involved!  



SOUTH WARWICKSHIRE GYMNASTICS COMPETITION 

This year's gymnastics competition was fantastic. A perfect opportunity for students with a range of abilities to 

demonstrate skills they had been working on during club. Throughout the competition the team showed excellent 

support for one another as they performed on the different. It was great to see them perform and we were all extremely 

proud of the results. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The team secured 3rd place and individual Holly Saunders for winning the competition outright. 

Well done to all students who were involved. 

PE News 

SOUTH WARWICKSHIRE TRAMPOLINING COMPETITION 

Once again trampolining at AGS this term has been extremely 

popular. The amount of students regularly attending the lunch time 

and after school clubs have been very pleasing. Many of the 

students have worked hard and have developed their skills, 

including a number mastering a back somersault. There has been a 

real cohesion and team work from all students attending the clubs, 

which has created an excellent environment where everyone has 

been able to focus and improve their skill set. 

 

As we approached the South Warwickshire Trampolining, the students were motivated to keen to succeed, with this 

competition having proved a challenge in past years. The standard was high with some fantastic performances resulting 

in podium finishes. The Year 8/9 team, despite some 

uncharacteristic errors, finished and the Year 7 team won the 

competition (!). All students performed lovely routines and 

demonstrated excellent skill and strength across the different 

disciplines. Individual performances of note from Holly Saunders 

and Ellie Jones, finishing 1st & 3rd respectively in the Year 7 

category. 
 

Well done to all students who have been involved in 

Trampolining this term - the club continues to go from strength 

to strength. 



YEAR 8 

Our Year 8 teams had a tough run of friendly matches at the beginning of 2020, struggling to gain consistency and 

looking for their first win.  However, the foundation of hard work and commitment paid off in March, with a runner-up 

spot at the South Warwickshire tournament and then 3rd place in the Warwickshire county tournament (an equal best 

ever finish for any of our teams).  They also qualified for the league finals night by beating Henley in the semi-finals, 

though sadly this has been cancelled.   

NETBALL  

YEAR 7 

With only a relatively small number of girls in total in  

Year 7, all of the netball players have had plenty of 

opportunities to practice their skills in competitive 

matches.   There have been a mixture of wins and losses 

across friendly fixtures with Alcester Academy, Kingsley 

and Stratford.  The A team placed 3rd at the South 

Warwickshire tournament, but unfortunately didn’t get 

the chance to test their skills at the county tournament.  

Some of the team are looking ahead to joining local clubs 

over the Summer, so the Year 8 season could be an 

exciting one. 

PE News 

YEAR 9 

Again, our Year 9s have had some disappointing results in friendly games, with losses recorded against both Kingsley and 

Shottery.  However, they are consistently the year group with the most girls at training and the South Africa trip 

preparation looked set to pay off just prior to the cancellation of the tour.  I know we’re all hoping that somehow the 

trip can be rescheduled to give the girls the opportunity to try out their skills against a different style of play. 



PE News 

YEAR 10 

Much of the Year 10 season was played in the 

September-October half term earlier in the year, 

however recent wins against Studley, Henley and 

Shottery proved excellent preparation for the 

Warwickshire county tournament where the girls 

secured a semi-final spot.  The semi-final was played 

in atrocious conditions (in the space of 10 minutes they were rained on, hailed on and snowed on!), which Princethorpe 

seemed to deal with better, winning quite convincingly in the end.  3rd place at a county tournament is an equal best 

ever finish for our school so still a great achievement all round.  The success can be attributed to two things: firstly, a 

number of our Year 10 girls have been snapped up into the county squad as well as Severn Stars and Loughborough 

Lightning hubs.  And secondly, there are 26 players competing for places in the teams in Year 10, unheard of usually at 

their age.  Brilliant, (if logistically quite difficult!) 

YEAR 11 

With some quite important exams around the corner, the Year 11s have enjoyed a steady but not overwhelming mix of 

sports fixtures this half term.  On the netball front they enjoyed a well-deserved win against Shottery before the 

cancellation of all remaining matches mid March. 

6TH FORM 

The 6th Form A team remained unbeaten in January and February, having enjoyed wins against Lucton and Bablake.  They 

came across strong opposition in the form of Solihull school, losing the first quarter then going on to draw/win the 

remaining three, but sadly not by enough to take the overall win.  The B team also enjoyed a win at Lucton, before 

narrowly being beaten at Bablake, and losing at Solihull.  Both teams played against KES and Shottery in an inaugural      

‘6th Form Grammar Schools tournament’, achieving 3rd and 6th place respectively.  Many thanks to rugby players Tom and 

Henry who stepped in to play this match as many of the team were on the Geography field trip.  Quite an experience for 

both the boys and the girls (they picked up the rules quickly and were quite handy!).    

 

Mrs Parsons is still looking to create a ‘netball focus group’ at the beginning of next term to give the students some input 

into how netball is organised at the school and if there is a more effective way to maintain the ‘sport for all ethos’ whilst 

also challenging the top players.  She’s looking for 12-16 girls from a range of year groups and abilities to share their 

opinion at a short meeting after Easter.  Please email Mrs Parsons (k.parsons@alcestergs.com) if you are interested in this 

opportunity.  



PE News 

BASKETBALL 

As we are now approaching the end of the season, it is possible to reflect on the exceptional amount of effort that our 

basketball players make; training before school, at lunch, extra-curricular clubs and their own external clubs. The 

results that many teams have achieved this year is a direct reflection on how committed many of our players are. This 

term we have also received a guest a coaching session from Worcester Wolves head coach Matt Newby and players 

Maarten Bouwknecht, Mark Hughes, Cortez Edwards and Julius Van Saurs. An intense experience which was hugely 

beneficial for both players and staff! 

 

Through working with Basketball England and their 'All Girls' programme we have also our extended our provision for 

girls basketball, with a extra-lunchtime club and recent participation in a friendly South Warwickshire tournament which 

saw a real development in many players throughout the evening, including a considerable number of which were playing 

up an age group. We hope this area continues to grow in the future! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Year 7 players have shown a huge amount of promise this year, competing in the West Midlands jrNBA league. 

Some exceptionally close losses early on in the season  (including 2 games that went to overtime) meant we were 

unlikely to qualify for the playoff rounds, however some real improvements over the past few weeks in ball movement 

and consistency of shooting enabled us to finish the season on a high and actually qualify for the playoffs in 6th place 

and set up a game against Shipston, to whom which we had lost twice before. Despite playing quite possibly the best 

basketball of the year, we succumbed in the final seconds where being 18-22 down we scored off a drawn-up inbound, 

but couldn’t force a turnover to then level the scores. A very promising group of players for next year! 



PE News 

Year 9 suffered 2 close losses to William Brookes School 

in the national cup, but still qualified for the knock-out 

rounds, beating a talented Blessed Edwards team from 

Worcester to progress into the last 32 teams nationally. 

They have also won the South Warwickshire title and 

Coventry Solihull and Warwickshire county finals showing 

they are a talented team to watch!! 

Year 10 have developed throughout the year, although a 

loss to bogey team Shipston, meant Shipston took the 

South Warwickshire title this year. With a little more 

consistency this team could reproduce their county final 

win from last year, when next season arrives. 

Year 11 qualified for the county finals as winners of the 

South Warwickshire league and played in a tournament 

which, according to multiple staff (including Mr Richens) 

was commented on as the highest standard in some years. 

Year 11 really stepped up and despite very tough 

opposition, finished a very pleasing 2nd place.  

We look forward to many players representing the 6th 

Form next year! 

BASKETBALL 

Year 8 have continued their form after winning the West Midlands jrNBA league last year. Some stunning basketball at 

times have enabled the team to finish in 2nd place and qualify for the playoffs, easily winning their subsequent game 

against Shipston 54-5 in just 3/4 of the game. That is not say the season has not been plain sailing! Simple losses against 

Stratford and Moseley Park have shown the team that success is earned, not expected and there is plenty more work to 

do. The team also played a friendly fixture against basketball academy Bristol Met Year 7 team, who train for 7 hours a 

week! With a number of players over 6 feet tall, we really developed our play throughout the game.  



PE News 

The Sixth Form Basketballers had yet another excellent season. The new team merged together quickly in September 

and dedicated many hours before and after school to ensure that everyone understood the tactics for the year. The 

boys won every friendly match at the beginning of the season which set them in good stead for the U19 England 

Basketball National Cup. Once again they won their Pool Group convincingly beating Shrewsbury, Bromsgrove and 

Rugby (which included a 133:19 win over Rugby School). Then winning the regional round saw them up against 

Charnwood College in the Last 16 for a quarter final position. This was always going to be a tough match; as a feeder 

school for the Leicester Riders, the competition were strong. Towards then end of the first quarter we were within 2 

points with an excellent defensive effort from our starting 5. A few missed shots early in the second quarter led to a 

slight point difference that was difficult to reclaim, which meant that the final score was 60:86 to Charnwood. Overall 

this season has been a pleasure to be a part of.  

The boy’s attitude has been exemplary and their dedication to their team, the school and the sport has been second to 

none.  Thank you all for your efforts, it really has made my season.  

Mr Bond 

ALCESTER GRAMMAR SIXTH FORM BASKETBALL 

The 6th Form team have gone from strength to strength this year, which ended in another last 16 match in the national 

cup against basketball academy Charnwood College.  Despite a gutsy performance, they ultimately lost 60-86.  

Looking at further results in the quarter and semi-finals and the calibre of teams there, this vindicates Mr Bond and    

Mr Richens' thoughts that this is a very deserved result and the team's efforts (and Mr Bond's!) solidify their place as 

one of the top 16 teams in the country.  



PE News 

TABLE TENNIS 

Table Tennis has had yet another strong season 

at AGS from Year 7-11. Our Year 7/8 team 

travelled over to Alcester Academy before 

Christmas to play in the Level 2 South 

Warwickshire tournament against a host of other 

local teams including Alcester Academy 

(obviously!), Kineton and St Benedict’s. The team 

played well and emerged victorious, giving a 

great account of themselves throughout.  

 

Our Year 9/10/11 travelled to Shipston 

to play in their Level 2 tournament and 

emulated the successes of their younger 

counterparts; emerging as champions 

for a third year in a row!  

Both teams were due to play in the Level 

3 Regional Finals but due to unforeseen 

circumstances this tournament has been 

postponed until a later date. 

 

 

 

 

In a separate, and now regular, fixture against 

Bromsgrove School several students from across 

different year groups competed against an older 

and more experienced Bromsgrove.  

Our students played amazingly and were narrowly 

defeated   9-10! 

 

 

 

 

Well done to all that have been involved in Table Tennis this year at AGS and special mentions to Amie & Ellie Goldsmith 

and Nick Ho (all in Year 11) who have been very dedicated over their AGS careers and always been excellent 

ambassadors for the school at any tournament. 



PE News 

The Warwickshire schools cross country event was held at Kineton High 
school on Saturday 18th, with the following results: 

MINOR GIRLS 

Martha Peters (4th), Holly Saunders (13th), Sophie Maundrell (27th) 

JUNIOR GIRLS 

Tulah Searle (5th), Abbi Cooper (8th), Rosie Barker (21st) 

 

MINOR BOYS 

Joe Lewis (14th), Sam Courier (25th), Moran (27th), Jack Pearce (38th), 
Alex Bendall (45th). The boys came a very creditable 4th as a team. 

JUNIOR BOYS 

Nathan Sanders (6th), Adam Taylor (10th), Ryan Oldfield (11th), Jaicob 
Ford (24th),Fisher (29th).  

A fantastic set of results as all of these runners are at the younger end of 
the age group, 2nd place as a team! 

    

    INTER GIRLS              INTER BOYS 

        2nd– Grace Golinski                Isaac Searle (7th),Stockhill (13th)    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tulah (275th), Abbi (317th), Grace (247th), Nathan (329th) and Isaac (325th) went on to represent Warwickshire at the 

English Schools’-country on Saturday 14thin Liverpool.  Well done to all of them, such a great achievement to even get 

there! 

 

Martha Peters was selected to represent Warwickshire at the Year 7 girls’ English schools cross-country championships; 

however, these were cancelled due to the coronavirus. 



Despite the significant challenges posed by recent events, The Music Department at AGS is incredibly proud of the 

achievements of our fantastic students and staff this half-term. There is much to celebrate and we would like to take 

this opportunity to engage with you all musically over the coming weeks so please do share with us what musical things 

you are up to! 

Did you know?  You can now follow us on Twitter? @AlcesterGSMusic for more updates and news.  

If you are self-isolating, please share your relevant musical endeavours with us!  

Music News 

TOP TIPS FOR MAKING MUSIC IN SELF-ISOLATION 

1. Learn to play a musical instrument 

2. Skype/Zoom lessons with a musician 

3. Have a Disney themed Karaoke Sing-along 

4. Bake a music themed cake 

5. Listen to the Radio and music podcasts 

6. Perfect that piece you’ve always struggled with 

7. Practice! Practice! Practice! 

8. Listen to Oscar winning music tracks 

9. Get on a Music App 

10. Watch concerts/music documentaries on BBCIPlayer  

11. Create a virtual band/orchestra/ensemble with friends 

12. Compose your own music 

13. Dance to music  

14. Record a music video for TikTok 

15. Paint your musical instrument 

16. Build your own instrument     

 

 

JANUARY TEA TIME CONCERT 2020 

On Thursday 30th January, we held the annual tea 

time concert in AGS Theatre. Over 50 students 

performed ranging from beginners through to 

Grade 8. The atmosphere was supportive and 

relaxed, allowing students to feel confident 

performing in front of others. Thank you to all of 

the parents, students and staff who attended to 

support our students.  



Music News 

YEAR 7 TRIP TO SEE THE CBSO AT SYMPHONY HALL 

Some of our Year 7 students enjoyed a fabulous concert at Symphony Hall, Birmingham hosted by the City of Birmingham 

Symphony Orchestra (CBSO). Students were thrilled to hear a fantastic programme that included Alan Silvestri’s The 

Avengers Theme, and memorably the fourth movement of Hector Berlioz’s Symphonie Fantastique – ‘March to the 

Scaffold’, in which Berlioz’s music conveys an outlandish dream sequence that ends with a ‘chop’ at the guillotine! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A LEVEL MASTERCLASSES AND MOCK RECITALS 

In February, our A level students conquered their nerves and completed a mock recital exam before an external examiner. 

There were some excellent performances with some receiving full marks for their recital programmes. Well done! 

 

We were also fortunate to host esteemed cellist Peter Adams, who came to 

work with some of our A Level string players in a Master class in March. We are 

very grateful to Jessica May, Director of Education at Longborough Opera for 

helping to support our students in both these opportunities and for being a 

great advocate of the arts in education. 

 

EXAM SUCCESS IN 2020 

Congratulations to all students who recently passed their Performance Grades this term, including:  

Thomas Hemming - Classical Guitar  

Fin Vaughan – Piano  

Gracie Day – Piano  

Mellissa Mirbagheri - Guitar 



SPOTLIGHT ON OUR STUDENTS:  

Ben Stockhill in Year 10 studying GCSE Music and Alec Banner in Year 8 share their musical journeys with you to date. 

BEN STOCKHILL, YEAR 10 

My name is Ben, and I am in Year 10 studying GCSE music. I play the flute to grade 7 and the trumpet to grade 6. Many 

people say that this is quite an odd combination however, it seems to work for me and as I have taken both this far, I do 

not intend on giving up too soon. 

I started playing the flute when I was in Year 3, with whole class lessons which were interesting to the say the least! 

Then later in Year 7, I started playing the trumpet as I had always wanted to play it as I thought it would be cool to be in 

jazz bands, I now play in the school one. I also play my flute in the school orchestra and sing in the choir at school, which 

is good practice for the aural part of musical graded exams. Currently I play in the Warwickshire County Wind Band on 

trumpet 2, and we play concerts every half term.  

As well as this, I played in the CBSO Project Remix last year also on trumpet 2. The Remix Orchestra then had the 

opportunity to play in Symphony Hall in front of an audience. On my flute, I recently played in two classes at the Dudley 

Festival, Woodwind ages 14 to 15 and Woodwind grades 6 to 7, and was highly commended for both pieces I played. I 

won both classes, one quite convincingly! I have also played in the Midlands Regional Youth Orchestra, in front of an 

audience at Warwick. We played alongside the National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain, which added to the 

experience. In the future, I would like to enter more festivals on both instruments, as well as play in more orchestras 

and groups outside of school.   

Ben is sitting fourth from the right, on Trumpet, playing in the CBSO Project Remix in 2019 

Music News 



Thank you to all the students that have given up their time to be part of the music ensembles this term. It 

takes a lot of commitment and we are very grateful to all those who have attended rehearsals regularly. 

Thank you also to all of the staff that have supported the Music Department and helped out this term; your 

support is greatly appreciated.  

On behalf of the Music Department, we wish you all the very best in these difficult times and we are thinking 

of you.  Keep calm, keep safe and keep on making music.  

Ms Olivia James  Mr Richard Chapman-Palmer 

Director of Music  Teacher of Music 

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR STUDENTS: ALEC BANNER, YEAR 8 

Hi, I’m Alec. I play 7 instruments (Xylophone, Timpani, Snare Drum, Trumpet, Cornet, Drum Kit and Piano). Some of 

these I have been playing for 4 years, and some for just over 1. I started playing in Shipston Junior Band, and after a bit I 

was invited to play in the Shipston Concert Brass, which is a considerable jump from SJB (Shipston Junior Band). I 

became interested in the percussion instruments at the back of the band room, and as my Trumpet/Cornet teacher’s 

wife teaches percussion, I decided to start playing it.  

After playing percussion for a while, I decided to learn the drum kit as a lot of band pieces include drum kit, but not 

much percussion. After the Concert Band conductor noticed that I had started playing drum kit, the conductor for 

Shipston Town Band invited me to play for them, as they needed a drum kit player.  

Recently, the Town Band has played in the area heats, playing a piece called Endurance by Andrew Baker, and we came 

11th, but I got mentioned for playing well. Last year, in the heats, I played against Mr Chapman Palmer’s band, and we 

thrashed them, which allowed us to go to the area finals.  Also, I have recently been accepted for the National 

Children’s Orchestra and the National Children’s Brass Band of Great Britain, and was invited to play for the National 

Youth Inspire Orchestra, but it was cancelled due to Coronavirus. I also play with Warwickshire Wind Band, multiple 

school clubs, the Warwickshire Percussion and am now working towards Grade 7 on percussion, towards Grade 6 on 

Trumpet and towards Grade 3 on both drum kit and piano. 

 

Music News 



Student Reflections  

THE ECHOES OF GENOCIDE 

Following my trip to Auschwitz, I was asked to complete a follow up piece of work, reflecting what I have learned and 

how the holocaust has contemporary relevance. 

I chose to write the article, "The Echoes of Genocide" to highlight an ongoing issue in our society - the persistence of 

prejudice. A key part of the follow up work is to make sure that it is shared with the local community and peers. As 

such, I am really grateful that this can be included in this newsletter. 

Will Dancy 

6NEM 

 

 

THE ECHOES OF GENOCIDE     

Recently, I went on trip to Auschwitz I and Auschwitz II (also known as Auschwitz-Birkenau); the largest extermination 
camps of the Nazi regime. Standing there, witnessing such a sight of destruction and malevolence, I couldn't help but 
reflect on a quote from Georg Hagel, who famously said, “we learn from history, that we learn nothing from history”. 

 
It has been estimated that approximately 1.25million people were murdered at these camps, with around 1.1million of 
them being Jewish; however the true numbers will remain unknown. It seems impossible to conceive the extensive loss 
of life, without treating each victim as a mere statistic, and thus losing the full impact of its reality. 

 
Giving thought to the sheer amount of evil that came from the holocaust, one would like to assume that society has 
come far since this period of genocide (which the United Nations Genocide Convention defines as “acts committed with 
the intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group”), with all of our modern 
movements to counter prejudice and head into a peaceful and ordered future. 

 
Although the Holocaust is seen as one of the most defining events of 
the twentieth century, and left us with the slogan “Never Again”, there 
is still ample evidence of racial, religious and political intolerance in 
todays society. With the Darfur genocide, in Sudan, being the first 
genocide of the 21st century, where the armed Janjaweed militant 
group carried out the systematic killing and rape of Darfuri men, 
women, and children. Similar events are also occurring in Syria, as the 
Islamic state is attempting to annihilate the Yazidis, a small minority 
group from their communities. 

 
Unfortunately, as evidenced by the enormous amount of prejudice and 
hatred that still coexists in our contemporary society, we can agree 
with the notion that as of now, we collectively have not learned from 
history as genocide still persists in echoing throughout our societies. 

 



SPORTS HALL 

The aim of Alcester Grammar School Sports Facility is to develop 

sport, particularly for young participants, by making the facility 

available to sports clubs who offer structured sporting 

opportunities, or by providing sessions run by qualified coaches. 
 

The Sports Hall is available for booking  6-10pm Monday-Friday. 

Weekend availability is dependent on business needs. 

THINKING OF STARTING A NEW CLASS OR A NEW VENTURE? 

Booking charges per hour: 

Sports Hall (whole) £30  Sports Hall (half) £20 

For further details please contact the school on 01789 762494 or email Louise Bennett, l.bennet@alcestergs.com  for 

more information. 

This half term has seen the inter-house charities week in aid of sport relief.  

 

Monday to Thursday of the week commencing 9th March saw our Year 13 house captains running charitable events to 

raise the most money for sport relief. Friday 13th saw the running of the sport relief mile and the following Friday saw 

AGS staff taking on students in a game of netball.  

 

The last day of the half term will see a non-uniform day in aid of sport relief, in which we are encouraging students to 

come in dressed up in sports kit.   

Charities News 



AGS Term Dates 2020 

Dates for your Diary 

All of our school events are available to view on the school calendar. 

Summer Term 2020  

Term begins Monday 20th April 2020 

May Bank Holiday Friday 8th May 2020 

Half Term Monday 25th - Friday 29th May 2020 (inclusive) 

Term ends Friday 17th July 2020 

Autumn Term 2020 
 

INSET DAY Tuesday 1st September 2020 

 Wednesday 2nd September 2020 

Year 7 Welcome Day; Year 13 Welcome Back Day 

(No Years 8-12s in school) 

 Thursday 3rd September 2020 

Year 12 Welcome Day; Year 13 Reading Day 

(Years 8-11 return) 

 Friday 4th September 2020 

Half Term Monday 26th - Friday 30th October 2020 (inclusive) 

INSET DAY Friday 13th November 2020 - (TBC) 

Term ends for students Thursday 17th December 2020 

Term ends for staff Friday 18th December 2020 


