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Dear Parents, Carers and Members of the AGS
Community,

As we move into the final stretch of the half term, the
school has been filled with a real sense of celebration and
transition, particularly for our Year 11 and Year 13 students

who will be leaving us over the next few days.

This is always a special moment in the school year, a

mixture of excitement, nostalgia and well-earned pride. It
has been wonderful today to see both year groups marking

the occasion in their own distinctive ways.

Year 13 have embraced the start of their traditional
fancy-dress celebrations with great imagination and

humour. Their theme today, “What | wanted to be when |
grew up,’ has brought everything from childhood dreams
to long-forgotten ambitions vividly to life around the site.
It has been a joy to see them celebrating together. Their
positivity and camaraderie have been a real credit to them

as they prepare for the next stage of their journeys.
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Students in Year 11 are also beginning their
celebrations, spreading them across today and
Tuesday to ensure everyone can take part.

This afternoon’s rounders in fancy dress promises
to be a brilliant way for them to enjoy time together
before the focus shifts fully to the exam season.
Their energy and spirit have been infectious, and
we are incredibly proud of the maturity they have
shown as they balance celebration with
preparation.

| would also like to offer a sincere well done to Year
10, who have approached their internal exams with
exemplary attitude and effort. Their focus over the

past fortnight has been outstanding, and they have
set a strong foundation for the year ahead.

As ever, thank you for your continued support of
our students and our school community.

Best wishes,

{ |.k1:h I 2
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Safeguarding Spotlight:
County Lines and Criminal Exploitation

What is County Lines?

County Lines is when criminal gangs move illegal drugs from cities into smaller towns and rural areas.
They use special mobile phone numbers, called “deal lines”, to take orders and tell people where to
deliver drugs or they use social media.

These gangs often exploit children and vulnerable adults to carry drugs and money. This helps gangs
make more profit while avoiding getting caught. Many young people do not realise they are being
exploited, or they feel trapped and afraid to leave.

What is Exploitation?

Exploitation happens when gangs trick, pressure, or threaten people into doing illegal things.
They may offer:

« Money, drugs, or clothes
« Friendship, attention, or protection

Gangs may also use violence and threats to control people. Those involved are at risk of harm, drug use,
violence, sexual exploitation, and modern slavery.

Who is most at risk?

Anyone can be targeted, but children aged 15-17 are most at risk.
Risk factors include:

o Poverty or homelessness

« Unsafe or unstable home life

« Disabilities or mental health problems
o Drug or alcohol use

« Being in care or excluded from school
« Past contact with crime

Some children from stable homes are also targeted because gangs think they are less likely to be caught.

----------
----------
----------

----------
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Safeguarding Spotlight:
County Lines and Criminal Exploitation

Use of Social Media Signs in your area
Gangs often recruit through social media by: Possible warning signs include:

» Advertising drugs with photos and videos » Lots of visitors at a home, especially late at

« Showing money or drugs in posts night

« Using emojis as code » New or changing residents

(e.g. ' for cocaine # for strong drugs) » Young people travelling with unknown adults
« Strong or unusual smells

Recruitment can happen online or face to face. o People seeming scared, secretive, or withdrawn

Signs someone may be involved

Look out for:

« Going missing from home or school

« New phones, money, or expensive items

« Lots of calls or messages, being very secretive
« Sudden changes in mood or behaviour

« Injuries with no clear reason

« Dropping out of school or work

(etting Help

Trust your instincts and speak up if something doesn'’t feel right.

« Police: call 101 (or 999 in an emergency) Quote “Op Target”
» Crimestoppers: anonymous reports on 0800 555 111

Talk to us dsl@alcestergs.com

Or use our community reporting tool

For Young People:

» Talk to a trusted adult (teacher, friend, family member)
o Childline: 0800 1111 (free and confidential)
» Support services such as_Catch 22 or St Giles, which help young people leave County Lines safely



https://www.warwickshire.police.uk/tua/tell-us-about/#:~:text=Here%20you%20can%20tell%20us,the%20bottom%20of%20this%20page.
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/
mailto:dsl@alcestergs.com
https://form.thesafeguardingcompany.com/2cfa95e6-785d-45a5-8cfe-9c0e995a55a9
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.catch-22.org.uk/contact/
https://www.stgilestrust.org.uk/

Alcester THIS FORTNIGHT
School AT AGS

Our year 12 DT pupils have completed their “model a design classic” project recently. This required pupils to
investigate precise measurements of their classics, and then model them in perfect proportions using appropriate
materials and manufacturing techniques. There were some brilliant outcomes produced due to excellent dedication to
the project. Well done all! Mr Dickinson

CHouse Coints
WEEKLY

UPDATE
(520

Collectively, we donated 35.5 kilos
of food to Arden Foodbank. This
will provide 45 meals for local
people who are really struggling to
afford even the essentials.

Well done, AGS!
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WEST MIDLANDS

AWARDS ;
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Children's Coach of the Year Ezekiel Cameron

Club Coach of the Year Danny Williams .

Club Welfare Officer of the Year Paula Ottey

Community Basketball Program of the Year Telford Community Basketball CIC

Weast Brom Basketball Club
Alcester Grammar School Great day of rugby at the Sibford 7s with U14 and U15
T both fielding teams.

Your Basketball Leagues (YBL) C.1.C.

— Some fantastic skills on display with the U14s losing in
Lester Green the Cup Final to KES and the U15 winning the Plate Vs
" Cotswold School via the golden point!

Community Club of the Year

Education Institution of the Year

Inspiring Female of the Year

Local League Provider of the Year

Media/Photographer of the Year

Player Development Coach of the Year

Referee of the Year

Slam Jam Delivery Provider of the Year Woest Brom Basketball Club

Statistician of the Year Emmia Wickham
Table Official of the Year Marian Ryan-Rhooms

James Davies

Volunteer of the Year

Services to Basketball Emma-Jane Gardner

Our efforts and contribution to basketball have
been acknowledged in the West Midlands
Basketball Awards, winning
‘Educational Establishment of the Year’

A huge well done to our teams who competed in some incredibly tough conditions
at the football finals last week. Y9s reached the final, a tough 5-2 loss but did
themselves proud! Our SF team made it to their fourth final in a row and came
away with a 5-1 win. Some really great football played.
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AGS receives 31 medical offers...

and counting

Alcester Grammar School has received an outstanding 31 offers for Medicine, Veterinary medicine and
Dentistry with some universities still yet to respond. The current cohort includes individuals who have
received a virtually unheard of clean sweep of offers from every university they applied to as well as
UCAT (the university clinical aptitude test) results in the top 0.4% of the country.

This success is down to the hard work and determination of the AGS students as well as the comprehensive and
extensive package of pre clinical training offered by the school. As well as outstanding teaching in all subjects
supporting clinical applications AGS offers training on the UCAT admissions test from year 11 onwards, numerous
supercuricular activities such as suturing workshops with Warwick medical school and trips to BCU and the
Worcester medical museums as well as talks from admissions tutors and clinicians for all years. All of which are
run through our thriving, student led medical society.

AGS also developed and leads Warwickshire’s largest free medical mock interview event. The mock ‘MMI’ event
this year saw 70 students from Alcester Grammar School, Stratford Girls Grammar School and King Edwards
Grammar School interviewed by more than 55 clinicians ranging from consultants and researchers to professors,
GPs, vets and dentists. Charles Gill, teacher in charge of clinical applications, said “We are immensely proud of all
of our clinical applicants and delighted to have been able to offer a programme to support their clinical ambitions.
We are equally pleased to be able to work with and support candidates from other local schools as part of our
wider schools alliance. These superb results demonstrate that AGS is an outstanding place to study, particularly if
you aspire to medicine.”

Mr Gill - Aim High Lead

Students from year 11 and 12, plus year 13 offer holders and recent medical alumni participate in a medical admissions
test training evening - April 26.
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Young Enterprise Showcase 2026

On Thursday 30th April, we were delighted to host the Warwickshire and Worcestershire Young
Enterprise Showcase, welcoming six schools and nine visiting Young Enterprise teams to our school.

Alongside them, our four AGS teams took part in the event, with each team selecting representatives to be

interviewed by a panel of judges and to present their business ideas to both the judges and an audience of
around 100 people.

While we did not take the overall title this year (with Kings securing the top award), we are proud to
celebrate the success of our students, as all four of our teams received individual awards for their
achievements.

Huge congratulations to the students for their outstanding efforts throughout the programme. Their
dedication, teamwork and significant time commitment to their businesses were evident, and all four teams
successfully made a profit by the end of the scheme.

Miss Albutt - Head of Business Studies

Rethreaded - Sustainabilty Award EcoRoots- Teamwork Award

Go Bamboo and Natures Notes- Sales and Marketing Awards

S—
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Warwickshire Secondary Book Awards 2026

A group of Year 8 students took part in the WSBA 2026 this year. They read six amazing titles,
had book club meetings to discuss the books (and eat biscuits!) and also had a talk from Angela
Edwards of the School Library Service about the books.

The students had fantastic and often passionate discussions about the books and their opinions of them.
They also compiled a list of questions to ask the authors, as well as having the opportunity to enter
additional competitions such as art, writing and a blog entry.

The students voted for their favourite book; our AGS top books were in 1st place “Shrapnel Boys” by
Jenny Pearson; and 2nd place “The Line They Drew Through Us” by Hiba Noor Khan.

The event culminated in the Awards Ceremony at King’s High School, Warwick on 26 March 2026 where
the students heard from the authors and had books signed by them. The students were inspired by the
authors and enjoyed hearing their questions answered by them. They also had the privilege of hearing
Naomi Mba, Warwickshire Young Poet Laureate 2026, present some of her poems The students were
pleased that “Shrapnel Boys” won the Warwickshire Secondary Book Award 2026!

S TENNY PEARSON.®

Well done to the students for taking part and committing themselves
to reading the books. Congratulations to Luca | for winning the Art
Competition.

Thank you to Warwickshire School Library Service for a wonderful
Book Awards!

Mrs Thomas
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58th International Chemistry Olympiad 2026

Our Year 13 Chemistry students had the opportunity to take part in the RSC Chemistry Olympiad this year.

It is a challenging competition which requires students to apply their knowledge to difficult questions based
on current real-world chemistry problems.

Questions this year asked about the unpleasant odours caused by isocyanides, henna tattoos and the
tartrazine food dye used to make Doritos yellow but which also makes mouse skin temporarily transparent.

Q4 This question is about rice, spice, and mice

The national dish of Uzbekistan, host nation for the 2026
International Chemistry Olympiad, is called pilaf. Pilafis a rice
dish, typically containing lamb, carrots, and spices. Its
characteristic colour comes from the carotene pigment found
in carrots, which has several different isomers.

[j-carotene

B-Carotene contains 40 carbon atoms, 11 C=C bonds, and two rings.

(a) Write the molecular formula for B-carotene.

17241 Chemistry students from around the world took part in the first round of the competition.
Participants are awarded gold, silver or bronze certificates depending on their performance,
congratulations to the following students:

Silver Certificates:

Alex P, Callum Q, Rugved S, Matteo P,
Eunice K, Tia S, Jarno B

Gold Certificates:
Sebastian G, Darcy B

Mrs Darby
Head of Chemistry
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School

Year 7 have come back from the Easter holiday with a bang, we have been learning about bread and the functions
of the ingredients. | have been enjoying their creations, they take great pride in their products, below are some of
the highlights. My favourites so far are Isaac M with his homemade pesto bread with a cheese topping and

Naha M’s wholemeal plait with sesame seeds. Lets see what the other classes can create.

Year 10 and 11 Kanes Visit

On Monday 20th April Year 10 and 11 had a workshop with a local company Kanes Foods, the country's largest
producer of stir-fry vegetables, salad bowls and sauces, working with the top supermarkets. It wasn't all
discussion regarding employment in the food industry and free samples. Students took part in activities relating
to the protective PPE worn by the employees and sensory testing in the food industry. The students appeared
to take a lot from the session, we are planning to visit the factory with our new year 10 cohort in the new
academic year.

Mr Hibbard
Head of FT
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Corents/Cnrers of YT or “YL3 Students,,

Can you help?

What will you do with all those GCSE and A Level text books when finished?
Will you lose them under the bed? Will you fill the attic?
And how many other books are gathering dust on the bookshelves?

Here is a better idea...donate books to AGS so we can help future students.

We are improving our reading and study spaces

Reading for pleasure, and reading for study.

« We want every student to be able to find the books they want to read, and need to read, when they need them.
« We want every student to have access to books, even if finances are tight, or even if they do not have books at

home.
CHow to donate:
GCSE & A Level text books Reading books

o Preferably as ‘new’ or excellent condition please.

« Suitable for ages 13+ (Y9), 14+ (Y10-11) or 16+
(Sixth Form). We can add age-restrictions.

« High-quality content only please (that you would be
happy for a teenager to be reading). If you are not
sure yourself if the content is suitable, please do not
send the book in.

Send in text books on the day of the last GCSE or A Level exam

We will provide collection boxes outside the exam hall.

o Used, but still in good or very good condition

« No annotations, notes or doodles

« Relevant to the current AGS exam boards and
specifications

OR

» Bring in text books and/or reading books to Reception during School office hours.
» Please pack them in a bag or a box.
o There is a limit of 20 books per donation.

If you have more books than this (and they are all relevant and suitable), then we would love them, but please
email office@alcestergs.com or ring 01789 762494 to arrange a convenient time to drop them off.

%M gW Mrs Tingle
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Cramvpar Duke of Edinburgh

School

17 Bronze DofE teams successfully completed their training walk in the Bromsgrove area. There
were the usual navigational challenges associated with their first time out but these experiences
will help to ensure they are better prepared for the assessed expedition on 7th and 8th May.

L

All Bronze and Silver participants should be reaching the position where they can submit assessor reports on
eDofE to complete those sections. There are regular reminders of Satchel One with information on what is
required.

Bronze participants should aim to have all sections completed (with an assessor report on eDofE) by May half term
and Silver participants should aim to be finished by the end of the summer term.

Congratulations to the following students who have completed an award this year...

Gold Award (ex AGS students)

Shyam V, Charlie T, Tomas W, Emma F, Megan T, Gracie D, Adele C

Gold Award (Y13 students)

Benjamin M, Grace A, Eunice K, Dan A, Emerson T, Noah M, Alex P, William P, Elena J,
Oliver H, Emily B, Ptolemy D, Jessica S

Silver Award
Adit T, Ivan S, Laila S, Emilia R, Anna M, Jan M, Nick C-K, Luke B, Daisy B, Vivienne A

Bronze Award

Tara L, Aidan C-O, Emily H-S .
Y Mr Jervis
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Alder Birch Hawthorn Willow

The new House year has begun with real momentum and enthusiasm. Students have thrown
themselves into House life, and it is great to see that over 7,000 House points have already been
awarded.

A particularly exciting addition this term is the new WoW (Word of the Week) House Point, which, whilst
expanding students’ functioning vocabulary has already proved popular contributing a healthy number of
points to our early totals.

Last week, we held a fond farewell breakfast for our ‘retiring’ SALT leaders. It was a genuine pleasure to
celebrate the impact they have had on our House journey. Their leadership, positivity, and commitment have
set a high bar and have clearly inspired the next generation. (Last half-term, we received a record number of
applications for the new Year 12 SALT roles, a testament to the legacy left by our outgoing team.)

This week saw our first major competition of
the year: the Year 7 Spelling Bee. It was a lively,
well-attended event with plenty of tricky words
that stretched everyone’s lexicon.

Congratulations to Alder House, who took first
place, closely followed by Birch as runners-up.
The atmosphere was supportive, good-
humoured, and full of House spirit.
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A final highlight of the last two weeks occured this Wednesday when several Year 11s, who will be on exam leave
when House Music takes place, got together to give a lunchtime concert which was well-attended and much enjoyed.

A big thank you to Miss Howe, Mr Chapman-Palmer and the Drama tech crew, and of course the participants and
audience for such a great event!

A\
»

We have a busy and exciting term ahead, with several key House events on the horizon:

XSS OHouse Bake @éé - %wdaﬁ 20 CMy

Please note the change of date!

A chance for our young bakers to showcase their creativity and culinary flair through the medium of a

sponge cake! The theme is ‘Life at AGS’ and all cakes need to be dropped off by morning registration on
Thursday 21st.

CHouse O Musio — %wﬁw&%{wﬁ @ 9%@

Auditions will begin w.c 22nd June, and we look forward to seeing a wide range of musical talent represented.

Sports @ﬂy - CFM&% 3" Qw@

Always a colourful highlight of the House calendar, bringing together teamwork, determination, and plenty of
friendly rivalry. Get your trainers at the ready!

These events offer wonderful opportunities for students to get involved, try something new, and
contribute to their House community.

Mrs Bremner-Smith
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CAGS “Criends

With a short lull in evening events while exams are underway, we're using the time to get everything
ship-shape for welcoming next year’s new students - and planning a little something for the holidays.

OA Smmor of fun.

What do you recommend for local family fun this summer? We're thinking ice-cream, adventure golf, cinema trips,
historic sites - around Warwickshire and your local area..

We're reaching out to local venues to gather ideas and offers, and we'll be running a special AGSF Summer of Fun
Raffle in July with vouchers from our featured providers for you to win.

Got a suggestion? Know a great local spot? Want to donate an activity voucher? We'd love to hear from you.

Cro-loved, ww@wm —~ donations weltome

School are continuing to collect logoed uniform and sports kit that your children have outgrown. Pre-loved sales
help families save money, reduce waste, and raise funds directly for school - something we're always happy to
support.

WEe'll be running a pre-loved uniform stall at the Year 7 Induction Evening, and we’re also setting up an online
store for all year groups on an as-needed basis. We'll be starting with blazers very soon - watch this space..

What we need most... What we don'’t need right now...
« Sports kit (always in high demand!) « Skirts and Trousers (we're well stocked)
« Logoed uniform (in good condition) « White shirts (unless excellent condition)

« Ski wear (new this year - ideal for occasional
skiers who grow between trips!)

If you have items to donate, please send them into school via the office - it really does make a difference.
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Crammar AGSF Lottery

School

Dou've ot to bo in it to win it

We've just completed our fourth lottery draw of the year. With 250 players, it's one of the easiest ways
to support the school. If you'd like to join the remaining draws, you can buy a rest-of-the-year ticket here.

Draw Prize Ticket Winner
Number
Ist £80 148 Christie
Family
Johnson-
2nd £60 227 Chang
Family
3rd £60 219 S. Folwell
4th £40 230 H. Pritchard
5th £40 242 K. Ellicott
6th £40 191 C. Dolphin
7th £32 112 B. Husband
8th £32 175 W. Dunn

That’s all our news for now. If you've got a great idea, a suggestion, or something you'd love to see us try
— please get in touch.

Y,
We always love hearing from you. ///

Von and the AGS Friends Team

18
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NEWS AND NOTICES

Year 7 & 8 Library News &

The library continues to thrive with a huge number of books borrowed so far this year. Years 7 & 8
are keen readers!

Libresoft

Librarian'

We hope the students are enjoying using the Library and also Libresoft (our library software). Libresoft have
made a recent update and added a couple of exciting new features that our Year 7 & 8 students can use

Book Favourites
Students can now "favourite" the books they would like to read directly in the Catalogue

Book Wishlists
Students can submit book wishes directly to the library and vote on wishes submitted by other students using
the new “Book Wishlist” feature.

We hope students try using these new features and find them fun & useful. The Book Wishlist feature will
also help us in selecting new titles to add to our Year 7 & 8 Library as we will be able to see which titles the
students “wish” to have.

Remember students can also use Libresoft to browse our entire library catalogue, reserve books, and write
book reviews.

Mrs Thomas - Library Lead Q

Bir_minghomd
Birch House outreach SRTERES  Rinch

e ———

On Tuesday 17th of March we were lucky enough to be given the opportunity to tour Birmingham Children’s
Hospital. As a house we had picked this charity to raise money for as it holds a very special place in many of
our hearts. Alder house raised £963.17 throughout the year from non-uniform day and selling love heart
sweets for Valentine’s Day. We were so grateful to be able to see where this money goes and how it is being
used in the hospital. Our money had specifically contributed to the development of the cinema at the hospital,
helping to make it a more inclusive and welcoming experience for all children. It was truly surreal to see the
cinema finished and was wonderful to know that the money we raised had made a difference.

The charity is absolutely amazing and does so much to help support young people in the hospital. We were
lucky enough to see other areas of the hospital that the charity fund including the playground, school and
playroom facilities. The ladies from the charity were fabulous, explaining how money raised has been used and
will continue to be used in the future.

It was an experience we will never forget and it was so special to see how as a house we can raise money for
such an amazing charity that makes a difference to so many children’s lives. Isla D and Pippa W (Y10)
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	1st May 2026
	Students in Year 11 are also beginning their celebrations, spreading them across today and Tuesday to ensure everyone can take part.
	This afternoon’s rounders in fancy dress promises to be a brilliant way for them to enjoy time together before the focus shifts fully to the exam season. Their energy and spirit have been infectious, and we are incredibly proud of the maturity they have shown as they balance celebration with preparation.
	I would also like to offer a sincere well done to Year 10, who have approached their internal exams with exemplary attitude and effort. Their focus over the past fortnight has been outstanding, and they have set a strong foundation for the year ahead.
	As ever, thank you for your continued support of our students and our school community.
	Best wishes,

	Principal’s Update
	Dear Parents, Carers and Members of the AGS Community,
	As we move into the final stretch of the half term, the school has been filled with a real sense of celebration and transition, particularly for our Year 11 and Year 13 students who will be leaving us over the next few days.
	This is always a special moment in the school year, a mixture of excitement, nostalgia and well‑earned pride. It has been wonderful today to see both year groups marking the occasion in their own distinctive ways.
	Year 13 have embraced the start of their traditional fancy‑dress celebrations with great imagination and humour. Their theme today, “What I wanted to be when I grew up,” has brought everything from childhood dreams to long‑forgotten ambitions vividly to life around the site. It has been a joy to see them celebrating together. Their positivity and camaraderie have been a real credit to them as they prepare for the next stage of their journeys.
	Assist Give Support
	Ms Rachel Thorpe Principal, Alcester Grammar School


	Language
	SPOTLIGHT
	அன்புள்ள பெற்றோர்களே, பராமரிப்பாளர்களே மற்றும் AGS சமூகத்தின் உறுப்பினர்களே,


	Tamil
	1 மே 2026
	Assist Give Support
	திருமதி ரேச்சல் தோர்ப், முதல்வர், ஆல்செஸ்டர் கிராமர் பள்ளி


	Safeguarding Spotlight: County Lines and Criminal Exploitation
	What is County Lines?
	What is Exploitation?
	Who is most at risk?

	Safeguarding Spotlight: County Lines and Criminal Exploitation
	Use of Social Media
	Signs in your area
	Gangs often recruit through social media by:
	Advertising drugs with photos and videos
	Showing money or drugs in posts
	Using emojis as code
	(e.g. ❄️ for cocaine 🚀 for strong drugs)
	Recruitment can happen online or face to face.
	Possible warning signs include:
	Lots of visitors at a home, especially late at night
	New or changing residents
	Young people travelling with unknown adults
	Strong or unusual smells
	People seeming scared, secretive, or withdrawn

	Signs someone may be involved
	Look out for:
	Going missing from home or school
	New phones, money, or expensive items
	Lots of calls or messages, being very secretive
	Sudden changes in mood or behaviour
	Injuries with no clear reason
	Dropping out of school or work


	Getting Help
	Trust your instincts and speak up if something doesn’t feel right.
	Police: call 101 (or 999 in an emergency) Quote “Op Target”
	Crimestoppers: anonymous reports on 0800 555 111
	Talk to us dsl@alcestergs.com
	Or use our community reporting tool

	For Young People:
	Talk to a trusted adult (teacher, friend, family member)
	Childline: 0800 1111 (free and confidential)
	Support services such as Catch 22 or St Giles, which help young people leave County Lines safely


	THIS FORTNIGHT  AT AGS
	THIS FORTNIGHT IN SPORT
	AGS receives 31 medical offers... and counting
	Alcester Grammar School has received an outstanding 31 offers for Medicine, Veterinary medicine and Dentistry with some universities still yet to respond. The current cohort includes individuals who have received a virtually unheard of clean sweep of offers from every university they applied to as well as UCAT (the university clinical aptitude test) results in the top 0.4% of the country. 
	This success is down to the hard work and determination of the AGS students as well as the comprehensive and extensive package of pre clinical training offered by the school. As well as outstanding teaching in all subjects supporting clinical applications AGS offers training on the UCAT admissions test from year 11 onwards, numerous supercuricular activities such as suturing workshops with Warwick medical school and trips to BCU and the Worcester medical museums as well as talks from admissions tutors and clinicians for all years. All of which are run through our thriving, student led medical society. 
	AGS also developed and leads Warwickshire’s largest free medical mock interview event. The mock ‘MMI’ event this year saw 70 students from Alcester Grammar School, Stratford Girls Grammar School and King Edwards Grammar School interviewed by more than 55 clinicians ranging from consultants and researchers to professors, GPs, vets and dentists. Charles Gill, teacher in charge of clinical applications, said “We are immensely proud of all of our clinical applicants and delighted to have been able to offer a programme to support their clinical ambitions. We are equally pleased to be able to work with and support candidates from other local schools as part of our wider schools alliance. These superb results demonstrate that AGS is an outstanding place to study, particularly if you aspire to medicine.” 
	Mr Gill - Aim High Lead
	Students from year 11 and 12, plus year 13 offer holders and recent medical alumni participate in a medical admissions test training evening - April 26. 


	Young Enterprise Showcase 2026
	On Thursday 30th April, we were delighted to host the Warwickshire and Worcestershire Young Enterprise Showcase, welcoming six schools and nine visiting Young Enterprise teams to our school.
	Alongside them, our four AGS teams took part in the event, with each team selecting representatives to be interviewed by a panel of judges and to present their business ideas to both the judges and an audience of around 100 people.
	While we did not take the overall title this year (with Kings securing the top award), we are proud to celebrate the success of our students, as all four of our teams received individual awards for their achievements.
	Huge congratulations to the students for their outstanding efforts throughout the programme. Their dedication, teamwork and significant time commitment to their businesses were evident, and all four teams successfully made a profit by the end of the scheme.
	Miss Albutt - Head of Business Studies
	Rethreaded - Sustainabilty Award
	EcoRoots- Teamwork Award
	Go Bamboo and Natures Notes- Sales and Marketing Awards

	Warwickshire Secondary Book Awards 2026
	A group of Year 8 students took part in the WSBA 2026 this year. They read six amazing titles, had book club meetings to discuss the books (and eat biscuits!) and also had a talk from Angela Edwards of the School Library Service about the books.
	The students had fantastic and often passionate discussions about the books and their opinions of them. They also compiled a list of questions to ask the authors, as well as having the opportunity to enter additional competitions such as art, writing and a blog entry.
	The students voted for their favourite book; our AGS top books were in 1st place “Shrapnel Boys” by Jenny Pearson; and 2nd place “The Line They Drew Through Us” by Hiba Noor Khan.
	The event culminated in the Awards Ceremony at King’s High School, Warwick on 26 March 2026 where the students heard from the authors and had books signed by them. The students were inspired by the authors and enjoyed hearing their questions answered by them. They also had the privilege of hearing Naomi Mba, Warwickshire Young Poet Laureate 2026, present some of her poems The students were pleased that “Shrapnel Boys” won the Warwickshire Secondary Book Award 2026!
	Well done to the students for taking part and committing themselves to reading the books. Congratulations to Luca I for winning the Art Competition.
	Thank you to Warwickshire School Library Service for a wonderful Book Awards!
	Mrs Thomas

	CHEMISTRY OLYMPIAD 2026
	58th International Chemistry Olympiad 2026
	Our Year 13 Chemistry students had the opportunity to take part in the RSC Chemistry Olympiad this year.  It is a challenging competition which requires students to apply their knowledge to difficult questions based on current real-world chemistry problems. 
	Questions this year asked about the unpleasant odours caused by isocyanides, henna tattoos and the tartrazine food dye used to make Doritos yellow but which also makes mouse skin temporarily transparent.
	17241
	Chemistry students from around the world took part in the first round of the competition.  Participants are awarded gold, silver or bronze certificates depending on their performance, congratulations to the following students:
	Silver Certificates:
	Alex P, Callum Q, Rugved S, Matteo P, Eunice K, Tia S, Jarno B

	Gold Certificates:
	Sebastian G, Darcy B

	Mrs Darby  Head of Chemistry



	FOOD AND NUTRITION
	Year 7 have come back from the Easter holiday with a bang, we have been learning about bread and the functions of the ingredients. I have been enjoying their creations, they take great pride in their products, below are some of the highlights. My favourites so far are Isaac M with his homemade pesto bread with a cheese topping and  Naha M’s wholemeal plait with sesame seeds. Lets see what the other classes can create.
	Year 10 and 11 Kanes Visit
	On Monday 20th April Year 10 and 11 had a workshop with a local company Kanes Foods, the country's largest producer of stir-fry vegetables, salad bowls and sauces, working with the top supermarkets. It wasn't all discussion regarding employment in the food industry and free samples. Students took part in activities relating to the protective PPE worn by the employees and sensory testing in the food industry. The students appeared to take a lot from the session, we are planning to visit the factory with our new year 10 cohort in the new  academic year.

	Mr Hibbard Head of FT

	Parents/Carers of Y11 or Y13 Students...
	Can you help?
	Here is a better idea...
	We are improving our reading and study spaces

	How to donate:
	GCSE & A Level text books
	Reading books
	Send in text books on the day of the last GCSE or A Level exam
	OR

	Thank you
	Mrs Tingle

	Duke of Edinburgh
	17 Bronze DofE teams successfully completed their training walk in the Bromsgrove area. There were the usual navigational challenges associated with their first time out but these experiences will help to ensure they are better prepared for the assessed expedition on 7th and 8th May.
	All Bronze and Silver participants should be reaching the position where they can submit assessor reports on eDofE to complete those sections. There are regular reminders of Satchel One with information on what is required.
	Bronze participants should aim to have all sections completed (with an assessor report on eDofE) by May half term and Silver participants should aim to be finished by the end of the summer term.
	Congratulations to the following students who have completed an award this year…
	Gold Award (ex AGS students) Shyam V, Charlie T, Tomas W, Emma F, Megan T, Gracie D, Adele C Gold Award (Y13 students) Benjamin M, Grace A, Eunice K, Dan A, Emerson T, Noah M, Alex P, William P, Elena J,  Oliver H, Emily B, Ptolemy D, Jessica S
	Silver Award  Adit T, Ivan S, Laila S, Emilia R, Anna M, Jan M, Nick C-K, Luke B, Daisy B, Vivienne A
	Bronze Award  Tara L, Aidan C-O, Emily H-S
	Mr Jervis

	AGS SPORTS AWARDS 2026
	House News
	The new House year has begun with real momentum and enthusiasm. Students have thrown themselves into House life, and it is great to see that over 7,000 House points have already been awarded.
	A particularly exciting addition this term is the new WoW (Word of the Week) House Point, which, whilst expanding students’ functioning vocabulary has already proved popular contributing a healthy number of points to our early totals.
	Last week, we held a fond farewell breakfast for our ‘retiring’ SALT leaders. It was a genuine pleasure to celebrate the impact they have had on our House journey. Their leadership, positivity, and commitment have set a high bar and have clearly inspired the next generation. (Last half-term, we received a record number of applications for the new Year 12 SALT roles, a testament to the legacy left by our outgoing team.)
	This week saw our first major competition of the year: the Year 7 Spelling Bee. It was a lively, well-attended event with plenty of tricky words that stretched everyone’s lexicon.
	Congratulations to Alder House, who took first place, closely followed by Birch as runners-up. The atmosphere was supportive, good-humoured, and full of House spirit.

	House News
	A final highlight of the last two weeks occured this Wednesday when several Year 11s, who will be on exam leave when House Music takes place, got together to give a lunchtime concert which was well-attended and much enjoyed.
	A big thank you to Miss Howe, Mr Chapman-Palmer and the Drama tech crew, and of course the participants and audience for such a great event!
	We have a busy and exciting term ahead, with several key House events on the horizon:
	KS3 House Bake Off - Thursday 21st May
	Please note the change of date!
	A chance for our young bakers to showcase their creativity and culinary flair through the medium of a sponge cake! The theme is ‘Life at AGS’ and all cakes need to be dropped off by morning registration on Thursday 21st.

	House Music - Wednesday 1st July
	Auditions will begin w.c 22nd June, and we look forward to seeing a wide range of musical talent represented.

	Sports Day - Friday 3rd July
	Always a colourful highlight of the House calendar, bringing together teamwork, determination, and plenty of friendly rivalry. Get your trainers at the ready!
	These events offer wonderful opportunities for students to get involved, try something new, and contribute to their House community.
	Mrs Bremner-Smith


	AGS Friends
	With a short lull in evening events while exams are underway, we’re using the time to get everything ship‑shape for welcoming next year’s new students - and planning a little something for the holidays.
	A Summer of fun...
	What do you recommend for local family fun this summer? We’re thinking ice‑cream, adventure golf, cinema trips, historic sites - around Warwickshire and your local area..
	We’re reaching out to local venues to gather ideas and offers, and we’ll be running a special AGSF Summer of Fun Raffle in July with vouchers from our featured providers for you to win.
	Got a suggestion? Know a great local spot? Want to donate an activity voucher? We’d love to hear from you.

	Pre-loved uniform - donations welcome
	School are continuing to collect logoed uniform and sports kit that your children have outgrown. Pre‑loved sales help families save money, reduce waste, and raise funds directly for school - something we’re always happy to support.
	We’ll be running a pre‑loved uniform stall at the Year 7 Induction Evening, and we’re also setting up an online store for all year groups on an as‑needed basis. We'll be starting with blazers very soon - watch this space..
	What we need most...
	What we don’t need right now...
	Sports kit (always in high demand!)
	Logoed uniform (in good condition)
	Ski wear (new this year - ideal for occasional
	skiers who grow between trips!)
	Skirts and Trousers (we’re well stocked)
	White shirts (unless excellent condition)
	If you have items to donate, please send them into school via the office - it really does make a difference.



	AGSF Lottery
	You’ve got to be in it to win it...
	We’ve just completed our fourth lottery draw of the year. With  250 players, it’s one of the easiest ways to support the school. If you’d like to join the remaining draws, you can buy a rest‑of‑the‑year ticket here.
	Draw
	Prize
	Ticket Number
	Winner
	1st
	£80
	148
	Christie Family
	2nd
	£60
	227
	Johnson-Chang Family
	3rd
	£60
	219
	S. Folwell
	4th
	£40
	230
	H. Pritchard
	5th
	£40
	242
	K. Ellicott
	6th
	£40
	191
	C. Dolphin
	7th
	£32
	112
	B. Husband
	8th
	£32
	175
	W. Dunn
	That’s all our news for now. If you’ve got a great idea, a suggestion, or something you’d love to see us try — please get in touch.
	We always love hearing from you.
	Von and the AGS Friends Team

	NEWS AND NOTICES
	Year 7 & 8 Library News
	The library continues to thrive with a huge number of books borrowed so far this year. Years 7 & 8 are keen readers!
	We hope the students are enjoying using the Library and also Libresoft (our library software).  Libresoft have made a recent update and added a couple of exciting new features that our Year 7 & 8 students can use
	Book Favourites Students can now "favourite" the books they would like to read directly in the Catalogue
	Book Wishlists Students can submit book wishes directly to the library and vote on wishes submitted by other students using the new “Book Wishlist” feature.
	We hope students try using these new features and find them fun & useful. The Book Wishlist feature will also help us in selecting new titles to add to our Year 7 & 8 Library as we will be able to see which titles the students “wish” to have.
	Remember students can also use Libresoft to browse our entire library catalogue, reserve books, and write book reviews.
	Mrs Thomas - Library Lead

	Birch House outreach
	On Tuesday 17th of March we were lucky enough to be given the opportunity to tour Birmingham Children’s Hospital. As a house we had picked this charity to raise money for as it holds a very special place in many of our hearts. Alder house raised £963.17 throughout the year from non-uniform day and selling love heart sweets for Valentine’s Day. We were so grateful to be able to see where this money goes and how it is being used in the hospital. Our money had specifically contributed to the development of the cinema at the hospital, helping to make it a more inclusive and welcoming experience for all children. It was truly surreal to see the cinema finished and was wonderful to know that the money we raised had made a difference.
	The charity is absolutely amazing and does so much to help support young people in the hospital. We were lucky enough to see other areas of the hospital that the charity fund including the playground, school and playroom facilities. The ladies from the charity were fabulous, explaining how money raised has been used and will continue to be used in the future.
	It was an experience we will never forget and it was so special to see how as a house we can raise money for such an amazing charity that makes a difference to so many children’s lives. Isla D and Pippa W (Y10)
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